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I am delighted to know that the 1st Dig-
ital National Indian newspaper, “The 
Indian EYE” is being launched with 

particular focus to bring global news from 
India to readers in the  USA, Canada, South 
America and the Caribbean and at the same 
time carry news about the Indian diaspora 
in these countries for the benefit of readers 
in India. The Indian diaspora in these coun-
tries is sizable and an important contributor 
to the political, societal, economic and cul-
tural landscape of the countries in the west-

April 10, 2020

humanity must face collectively. It is an unknown situation for all of us, 
with no accepted playbook, no simple one-size-fits-all prescription. Every 
nation is being compelled to decide its response on the basis of its local 
context, and its national circumstances. These are in themselves a mix of 
national capacities, capabilities and resources. I am particularly happy that 
at this time “The Indian EYE” is being launched. It goes on to show the 
grit and determination of the publishers not to be deterred by the situa-
tion brought out by the pandemic but to confront it by educating people 
about it and mitigate it by socially responsible behaviour. What can be bet-
ter than staying at home and readily accessing news about India as well 
as news about the communities out India in which we live and work. This 
initiative is not only welcome but also timely and can be  a unique blend of 
news about our “Karmabhoomi” and our “Matribhoomi or Janmabhoomi”.  

Stay at home and practicing social distancing doesn’t mean being dis-
connected with our loved ones and the world. Today, modern technology 
has given us many tools to be virtually connected. We need to step up (not 
step out) and reach out to people who are in need of help and guidance. As 
you are doing your bit by staying at home, we are doing our bit by bringing 
you events and programming to your homes. Our activities have moved 
online and we have started several initiatives such as “Socially Distant Vir-
tually Connected” and “Stay@Home, Learn@Home”, to be by your side 
when you are helping yourselves and the society by being at home. Please 
do connect to us on our media platforms be it our website (www.indiain-
newyork.gov.in) or on facebook, twitter and instagram- all have the same 
handle @indiainnewyork and enter into a world of quality programming 
and information for your needs. 

I wish the publishers and readers of “The Indian EYE” all the best.

India for the World, the World for India 

ern hemisphere. In many, they occupy high political office, in others they 
are captains of business and industry. In all countries their contribution is 
appreciated and valued. While in some countries, particularly in the Carib-
bean the Indian immigration took place in the 19th century (the girmitiya 
countries), in many others it has been recent. 

The United States has perhaps the largest Indian diaspora with some 
estimates placing the number close to more than four million. Indian di-
aspora in the US is the most educated ethnic community and also socially 
mobile. It is no wonder that many major US corporations have Indian ori-
gin CEOs which fills our hearts with joy. Canada also has a big population 
of Indian origin and so does the Caribbean. While in Latin America the 
Indian community may be small, it is heartening to see it grow in recent 
years due to the increase in ties between India and Latin America. 

The reason for the success of the Indian diaspora in all these countries 
are the values that we Indians uphold and carry wherever we go i.e.  democ-
racy, tolerance, peaceful co-existence, hard work, education, family life and 
giving back to the communities in which we live. These values have stood 
us in good stead and will determine our trajectory in the future. Another 
important point to remember is that the rise of India will add to the stature 
of the diaspora and as India marches towards becoming the third largest 
economy in the world in the coming decade, the importance of the Indian 
diaspora to building and maintaining bridges with India will become critical. 

As you all are aware, presently we are going through a very critical sit-
uation due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This is a universal challenge that all 

I am proud to share the launch of “The 
Indian EYE”, 1st digital Indian news 
weekly for North and South America 

at a time when the world is going through 
most challenging changes. Suddenly the 
world has become smaller and we are 
praying for everyone on this earth. 

We want to know about what’s hap-
pening to everyone around us even if 8000 
miles away. Notwithstanding a much over-
due seat at Security Council in UN, India 
is clearly seen as a world leader. Its about 
India’s 1.3 billion Indians, everyone is look-
ing at for Economy or Life alike. 

ribbean, and entertainment as well as infotainment, we have responsibly 
launched and built multiple media platforms. But now, as South Amer-
ica joins in becoming the home of top Indian multi-nationals, we need 
a digital platform which will bring the global news from India as well as 
news about Indian diaspora from Western hemi-sphere to connect India 
and Indians around the world.  

The Indian EYE is the platform where we will connect the world at-
large through news and entertainment.  We present today the 1st Indian 
digital newsweekly. 

As we integrate the three formats of print, radio and television, on 
our soon to be launched portal, I assure you our team is determined to 
provide a media platform which will be the primary source of everything 
you want to experience. It will entertain, engage and empower.

We stand for truth.
Sunil Hali 

       Publisher  

As I look back on my journey as a responsible media pioneer, in last 
two plus decades, its been very satisfying. Television channels, Newspa-
pers and Radio, from East to West Coast and from US to Canada to Ca-
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our BurEau 

Mumbai 

On Maharashtra Day, 
the first Covid19 Test 
bus was flagged off in 

Mumbai by Shri Aditya Thac-
keray , Minister of Tourism & 
Environment and Shri Rajesh 
Tope, Heath Minister , Govt 
of Maharashtra. The Bus is an 
initiative by the C19 Taskforce 
of IIT Alumni Council that 
was brought to life with sup-
port from the Health Depart-
ment of MCGM, Dr. Muffazal 
Lakadawala and Krsnaa Diag-
nostics Private Limited.

The Covid19 pandemic in 
India is throwing up challenges 
relating to detecting, prevent-
ing and treating the disease. 
In a country of 1.3 billion peo-
ple, a pandemic such as this 
necessitates solutions that are 
affordable, accurate as well as 
scalable to millions. In the ab-
sence of any proven treatment, 
there is a desperate need for 
increased levels of testing, par-
ticularly in clusters or contain-
ment zones. Covid19 Test Bus 
facilitates access to affordable 
and rapid testing to people in 
dense urban areas whilst at the 
same time isolating doctors 
and facilitating large scale test-
ing during the monsoons.

“The IIT Alumni Coun-
cil has taken a pro-active 
approach to supporting the 
Government’s efforts in fight-
ing the Covid 19 challenge. 
We have acted swiftly and set 
up the IIT C19 Task Force to 
channelize the energies of the 

IIT Alumni Council  
launches India’s first Covid-19 

Test Bus in Mumbai

global IIT Alumni for this fight. 
The Covid 19 Test Bus is based 
on indigenous technology and 
to the best of our knowledge, 
is the first vehicle of its kind in 
the world with onboard genetic 
testing, AI based teleradiology 
and contactless sample collec-

tion. We chose Mumbai as the 
launch location given the rela-
tively high number of cases in 
the city”, said Ravi Sharma, 
President , IIT Alumni Council.

The IIT C19 Test Bus is 
based on the indigenous Kodoy 
Technology Stack and executed 

by partner organizations led by 
IIT alumni. The Kodoy archi-
tecture involves E-vehicles for 
sample selection & telemedi-
cine, algorithm based pooled 
genetic testing and indigenous 
megalabs capable of upto five 

Continued at next page... >>
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Covid-19: Air India flies Canadian citizens 
home; to bring back stranded Indians tonight

Our BurEau 

Toronto

The first Air India aircraft 
carrying Canadians of In-
dian origin back to the 

country landed at Vancouver In-
ternational Airport on Tuesday 
afternoon. The flight will return to 
New Delhi on Wednesday night 
as the first-ever rescue mission for 
Indians stranded in Canada due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic begins.

Describing the flight’s arrival 
as a “historic first”, India’s Con-
sulate in Vancouver in British Co-
lumbia said the repatriation flight 
will commence on May 20.

India’s High Commissioner to 
Ottawa Ajay Bisaria tweeted that 
he was “delighted” to welcome 
the first Vande Bharat Mission 
flight to Canada. He added that 
the flight was full as it also brought 
Indo-Canadians home. “Hope 
to bring every citizen home in 
these and future flights,” he said.

Family members of some of 
those who arrived in Vancou-
ver thanked the Indian Gov-
ernment and Air India for the 
flight. Gobind Shergill tweet-
ed that his wife had arrived, 
and that she was “very im-
pressed by all the safety mea-
sures taken by all authorities.”

The Vande Bharat Mission is 
the Indian government’s repatri-
ation programme to bring back 
Indians stranded abroad due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

There are nearly three lakh 
Indians in Canada, according to 
estimates, and the five Air India 
flights that have been scheduled 
from Vancouver and Toronto 
will take more than 1400 of those 

with “compelling” reasons back 
to India. The flight from Vancou-
ver will cover Delhi and Amrit-
sar. It will be followed by flights 
from Toronto on May 21 and 22 
that will take passengers to Del-
hi and Amritsar, and Bengaluru 

Our BurEau 

Toronto 

ICCR is celebrating the 
World Culture Day on 21 
May 2020. On this occasion, 

the third Pandit Deendayal Up-
adhyay Memorial International 
Oration will be organised online 
by ICCR on “Ayurveda and its 
relevance today” by Dr. Antonio 
Morandi, a renowned Ayurveda 
expert from Italy. 

and Hyderabad, respectively. On 
May 24, another flight will depart 
from Vancouver for Bengaluru 
and Hyderabad, while the last 
planned trip, from Toronto on 
May 25, will go to Ahmedabad 
and Jaipur.

President ICCR will make 
the opening remarks followed 
by Dr Morandi’s oration. Sec-
retary, Ayush will be present on 
the occasion. The live-streaming 
of the event is scheduled on 21 
May at 1500 Indian Time on IC-
CR’s FB live, Twitter live, You-
Tube live and Instagram live. 

The Indian Council for Cul-
tural Relations (ICCR) was 
founded in 1950 by Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, independent 

Passengers arriving in Can-
ada are expected to enter man-
datory self-isolation for a period 
of 14 days, and those returning to 
India will also be placed in quar-
antine for that period and then 
tested for Covid-19.

India’s first Education Minister. 
Its objectives are to actively par-
ticipate in the formulation and 
implementation of policies and 
programmes pertaining to In-
dia’s external cultural relations; 
to foster and strengthen cultur-
al relations and mutual under-
standing between India and oth-
er countries; to promote cultural 
exchanges with other countries 
and people, and to develop rela-
tions with nations.

There are nearly three lakh Indians in Canada, according to estimates,  
and the five Air India flights that have been scheduled from Vancouver and Toronto will take more 

than 1400 of those with “compelling” reasons back to India.

The first Air India flight carrying Canadians of Indian-origin landed in Vancouver on Tuesday and will fly back 
Indians stranded in Canada on its return journey. (Photo Credit: Consulate General of India in Vancouver / Twitter)

ICCr Celebration of World Culture day on 21 May 2020

IIT Alumni Council  
launches India’s first Covid-19 
Test Bus in Mumbai

Amardeep Singh released  
on $50,000 bond in  
price-gouging case

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a $ 266 billion package aimed 
at making India self-reliant. Modi also plans to bring in several reforms to 
revive the Indian economy hit by the nationwide spread coronavirus disease 
and the prolonged lockdown. Will this stimulus change the face of India?

uu10

NANA 
NEWSLINE

uu12

NANA 
NEWSLINE

COVID-19 CrIsIs
Modi’s $266 B 

Masterstroke !

uu4
BIGBIG 
STORY

VOLUME I | Issue 01 | FRIDAY | APRIL 10 | 2020  US 50C

NEW YORK | NEW JERSEY | WASHINGTON DC | CALIFORNIA | CHICAGO | TEXAS | FLORIDA | GEORGIA | TORONTO | BRAZIL

VOLUME I | Issue 06 | FRIDAY | MAY 15 | 2020  US 50C

Slowly and safely, BCCI takes 
steps to restart cricket   uu 34

On Mother’s Day,  
a Brazilian woman sends 
her love to her doctor son 
with Indian food uu 24

South AmericA NewS

SPortS

BuSiNeSS eYe

Lockdown puts India’s 
digital payments on freeze 
as restaurant revenue takes 
a big hit   uu 28
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FlorENCIa CosTa

This is one of those excit-
ing stories that arise in 
moments of profound 

sadness, such as the Coronavi-
rus pandemic. It’s a story about 
food that will warm the hearts 
of many people. How food is 
love -- and Indians have known 
this for thousands of years. It 
is a love story, but also a story 
about longing for a mother and 
father, distant from the son who 
is at the front of a battle. It is a 
story about empathy in times 
of pandemic. It is a story about 
solidarity, regardless of their na-
tionality. This story happened in 
the first week of April – a blend 
of Brazilian and Indian ingredi-
ents.

Maria das Graças is a re-
tired nurse who lives in 
salvador (Bahia). In re-
cent times, she and her 
husband José Maria Mag-
navitta Filho have been 
very agonized because 
their son Guilherme, 28, 
works as a doctor at the 
ICU of hospital das Clíni-
cas in são Paulo, the epi-
center of Covid 19. Guil-
herme, who is passionate 
about Indian cuisine and 
vegetarian, lives alone in 
the city.

A few years ago, Maria das 
Graças, nicknamed Gal, used 
to prepare Indian dishes for her 
son that she learned from You-
tube. But now, how to take care 
of the child being so far away? 
One fine day, Gal had an idea: 
she searched Google Earth for 
an Indian restaurant that was 
close to where her son lives, in 
Pinheiros. She found Samo-
sa & Company, which she and 
her husband did not know, but 
is quite famous in the city. Gal 
called and spoke to the owner, 
Vijay Bavaskar. Since March, 
his restaurant has been taking 
only orders for delivery. Gal 
explained his story to Vijay and 
ordered samosa (Indian potato 
pastry), Navratan Korma (vege-
tables with sauce), naan bread, 
basmati rice and chutney. She 
asked for the delivery to be on 
April 5, exactly at noon, because 

she knew that her son had been 
on a very long and tense shift 
the night before and after lunch 
he would run back to the hospi-
tal trench. She knows well what 
it is to take care of people: Gal 
was also a health professional, a 
nurse in the ICU for newborns.

But Gal had a special re-
quest for Vijay. In addition to 
the food she asked him to put a 
little note in the package: “With 
love, from Dad and Mom”. In 
fact, Gal had a lot more to say in 
the note, but she didn’t have the 
courage to ask Vijay everything 
because she was embarrassed; 
she didn’t know him personal-
ly. She left the message just like 
that.

What she didn’t know is that, 
as a good Indian, Vijay also sees 
food as a show of affection and 
knows very well that a mother’s 
love is infinite. “It has always 

been like this at home. Food for 
us is a demonstration of affec-
tion. Sometimes it is more for 
the soul than for giving energy 
to the body ”, said Gal, in an in-
terview with BECO DA INDIA.

But she did not explain any 
of this to Vijay, who wrote what 
came to his Indian heart, from 
a father, also is in agony as he is 
far from his two children and his 
wife, Deepali, the chef at Samo-
sa & Company. Deepali went to 
India to visit his family shortly 
before the mandatory social iso-
lation was declared in  India and 
it which continues today.

 “Dr Guilherme, this is a 
pleasant surprise sent by your 
mother and father from Salva-
dor. Your mother asked me to 
convey this: Dear son, you are 
very special to both of us. Mom 
and Dad love you very much. We 
are proud parents to be blessed 
with a child like you. Take care 
and enjoy your favorite Indian 
food. Son, I love you so much. 
Your mother, ”wrote Vijay.

Guilherme received the 
food, amazed. He took a picture 
of the dishes and sent it to his 
mother via WhatsApp. “When 
Gui (Guilherme) went to throw 
away the lunch boxe after eat-
ing the food, he forgot a piece 
of bread inside, he was desper-
ate, but there was no way. He 
had to leave the bread there, of 
course, he didn’t take it back ”, 
she laughed. “I was succinct on 
the note because I didn’t know 
Vijay. But he ended up sending 
a bigger note, expressing ev-
erything I thought, without my 
having said it. When I saw the 
note, I started to cry, ”said Gal, 

maria learnt about indian food when she visited her son in Boston 

Continued at next page... >>

on Mother’s day, a Brazilian woman sends 
her love to her doctor son with Indian food 

Dr Guilherme, who works in the ICU unit of Covid-19 center in a são Paulo hospital,  
began to love Indian food when he went to study in Boston in 2012  
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With one of the best teams of journalists in India, USA, Canada and South America 
headed by pre-eminent editor, Shobhan Saxena, The Indian EYE is 1st International 
Indian newsweekly published from USA, India, Canada and Brazil. Its readers enjoy the 
in-depth and authentic reporting, contemporary columns by celebrated writers and 
subject experts.

Every guest contributor is no less uncompromising in their efforts to bring to the 
readers a credible, in-depth and relevant news and information.

The Indian EYE is comprised of mélange of high quality news from India which has 
global appeal and of strong interest to Indian diaspora. 

At a time when the global interest continues to grow in India and Indians worldwide, 
The Indian EYE gives the readers a newsweekly premium news and updates that address 
their sense of nostalgia, cultural pride and belonging to the local as well as global Indian 
community.

The Indian EYE contains tabloid-size pages of international, national and most important, 
community news to the NRI community in the different regions, plus the celebrated 
columns. Additionally, the local newslines from North America (USA & Canada) and 
South America make the newsweekly truly International.  

The publication is available through a combination of requested subscription, agencies 
and vendors in major cities in India, USA and Canada. The digital edition is fastest grow-
ing Indian newsweekly with its unique combination of high-quality news,  attractive 
design, professional layout.

Today, The Indian EYE prides itself on in-depth analysis as well as reportage at mi-
cro-levels of India, different states as well as the Indian diaspora in each genre, pol-
itics, business, community, events, entertainment, immigrant issues and sports. The 
newsweekly has built the trust among its readers that is most critical in these times in 
media world.

Why The Indian EYE is a favorite



SPECS AT A GLANCE
Frequency :   Weekly (Every Friday)
Format :  Tabloid size (11”x15”)
Language :  English
Distribution :  Newstands thru distributor and Digital
Footprint :  USA, Canada, Brazil & India.

It is easy to see why more readers from all parts of the world with Indian heritage 
as well as mainstream with strong interest in India and Indians in various parts of 
the world, including corporations and community businesses are depending on long-
term gains from advertising in The Indian EYE. 

In essence, the value readers and advertisers obtain from the EYE includes:
• Credible news from both, India and overseas, with most respected team
•  Detailed and analytical reportage
•  Aggressive in community coverage
•  Authentic in business coverage
•  Mix of content that makes it a complete publication
•  Optimal Ad-edit ration
•  Pleasing design and professional layout
•  Available in all formats with ease
•  Strong goodwill and trust in the leadership
• Needless to mention, every reader’s and advertiser’s association with The Indian 

EYE entails credibility, trust, depth and continued relationship with sentiment.

Why The Indian EYE is a favorite



The Indian EYE is the 1st Indian international digital and printed newsweekly with high-
est journalistic standards. The publication is premium in quality and maintains high eth-
ical commitment, thus, attracting global readership. That is why more and more readers 
are depending for long-term on the publication.
• Strong ethics
• Professional commitment and reputed team
• Independent
• Widest coverage
• Extraordinary design and more colorful than any other Indian publication
• Reader-friendly ad:edit pages ration
• Globally recognized distinguished guest columnists
• Unique, initiative with special features

The Indian EYE offers a compelling and an unmatched variety of news coverage.
• Credible news from India and news about Indian diaspora
• Big News, Nation and An EYE on India
• North American & South American Newsline
• Community coverage
• Business EYE Section – Business news from India, USA, Canada and South America
• Entertainment EYE – Film and Entertainment news, Bollywood as well as regional 
• Sports with focus on cricket
• Immigration
• Future
• Seen & Big Speak
• Special features

Standards



Various sections of The Indian EYE offer readers a mix of content that covers everything 
around them.

Exclusive Content

< BIG STORY
Features the biggest story from around the world of highest 
importance and impact to the lives of Indians worldwide.
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with a focus on agriculture, fish-
eries and allied activities. In the 
previous two parts of the pack-
age, FM’s focus was on MSMEs, 
NBFCs, MFIs, migrant work-
ers, street vendors and small 
farmers. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has declared that the 
package is aimed at making In-
dia self-reliant. He has also hint-
ed at bringing in several reforms 
to revive the Indian economy hit 
by the nationwide spread of the 
contagious coronavirus disease 
and the prolonged lockdown.

India has approached poten-
tial investors in the US, Japan 
and elsewhere, touting the south 
Asian country as an alternative 
to China.

India has been in week eight 
of a lockdown that has brought 
the economy to a near-stand-
still. It has also created a huge 
humanitarian crisis with an esti-
mated 140m people losing their 

jobs, including millions of vul-
nerable migrant workers who 
were left stranded without work 
or wages.

Industrial production con-
tracted almost 17 per cent in 
March year-on-year, according 
to data released on Tuesday, 
highlighting the extent of the 
damage. Analysts forecast the 
drop would be more dramatic in 
April and May.

Lockdown 4.0, however, 
would be very different from 
what we have seen so far, the 
PM said in a primetime telecast. 
The details of both — the pack-
age and the next phase of the 
lockdown — would be unveiled 
during the week.

The PM said the Rs 20-tril-
lion package, nearly 10 per cent 
of India’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP), would be with the 
objective of putting money into 
people’s pockets to spur domes-

 

our BurEau  

New Delhi

Narendra Modi, India’s 
prime minister, has an-
nounced plans for a $266 

bn stimulus package to help the 
country’s stalled economy recov-
er from the lockdown imposed 
to slow the spread of coronavi-
rus. In a television address on 
Tuesday, the prime minister said 
India had to seize the opportu-
nity presented by the pandemic 
to overhaul its economy, under-
take “bold reforms” and ensure 
this would be “India’s century”.

The package is equivalent to 
about 10 per cent of India’s gross 
domestic product. “Coronavirus 
is going to be part of our lives for 
a long time, but we can’t let our 
lives revolve around it,” he said.

Modi gave no precise details 
of the economic package, which 
he said would be unveiled by fi-
nance minister Nirmala Sithara-
man in the coming days. Modi 
has been holding consultations 
with ministers and officials in 
recent days, aimed at laying out 
strategies for how India could 
woo new manufacturing invest-
ments from companies looking 
to diversify their global supply 
chain, and reduce their depen-
dence on China.

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Wednesday re-
leased the third tranche of the Rs 
20 lakh crore economic package 

tic consumption and demand. 
The package would cater to var-
ious sections, including the cot-
tage industry, micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs), 
labourers, and middle class.

The package, expected to 
cheer the Street, combines the 
government’s recent announce-
ments on supporting key sec-
tors, as also measures rolled out 
by the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI). In March, Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman had an-
nounced a package of Rs 1.7 tril-
lion to deal with the corona crisis.

The RBI has also made a 
number of announcements, in-
cluding for mutual funds and 
NBFCs. It lowered interest rates, 
opened a refinance window and 
other measures to unclog the 
credit flow. The impact of these 
announcements is roughly Rs 
4.5 trillion.

Officials involved in discus-
sions on the mega-package said 
the announcements by the FM 
starting Wednesday would be 
two pronged. There would be 
fiscal measures, which would 
directly come out of the govern-
ment’s expenditure and aimed 
at citizens and beneficiaries.

These could include increas-
ing the quantum and scope of 
cash handouts to the poorest 
through direct benefit transfers. 
The fiscal measures could also 
include tax benefits for some of 

ModI’s $266 B 
MasTErsTrokE !

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a $ 266 billion package  
aimed at making India self-reliant. Modi also plans to bring in several reforms to revive 
the Indian economy hit by the nationwide spread coronavirus disease and the prolonged 

lockdown. Will this stimulus change the face of India? 

COVID-19 CrIsIs
| BIG STORY |

Narendra modi
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Pakistan pushing the Gilgit dam project with Chinese help 
India opposes the project in the area under illegal occupation 

| NATION |

Army on alert after Pak creates new terror force 

veyed our protests and shared 
concerns with both Pakistan 
and China on all such projects 
in the Indian territories under 
Pakistan”s illegal occupation,” 
he said.

Forty years after it was first 
envisaged, the Pakistan Army 
has now tied up with China to 
build the multi-billion-dollar 
Diamer-Bhasha dam — much 
to the anger of India as it will 
come up in the disputed Gilg-

it-Baltistan region on the Indus 
river.

The dam, part of a major 
hydro power plan, will be built 
jointly by state-run firm Chi-
na Power and Pakistan Army’s 
commercial wing, Frontier 
Works Organisation (FWO). 
The Chinese firm has a 70 per 
cent stake in the joint venture, 
while the FWO holds the re-
maining 30 per cent stake.

According to the plan, the 

our BurEau 

New Delhi

India has taken strong note 
of Pakistan awarding a mega 
contract to build a dam in 

Gilgit-Baltistan, saying carry-
ing out of such projects in ter-
ritories under Pakistan”s illegal 
occupation was not proper. The 
Pakistan government has signed 
a whopping Rs 442 billion con-
tract with a joint venture of a 
Chinese state-run firm and a 
commercial arm of Pakistan’s 
powerful military for construc-
tion of the Diamer-Bhasha dam.

“Our position is consistent 
and clear that entire territory of 
the Union Territories of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh have 
been, are and will continue to 
be integral and inalienable part 
of India,” MEA Spokesperson 
Anurag Srivastava said.

“We have consistently con-

electromechanical and pow-
er-generation project would be 
taken up at a later stage. The 
project, however, drew sharp re-
sponse from India, which issued 
a statement Thursday, saying 
building such projects in territo-
ries under Pakistan’s illegal oc-
cupation was “not proper”.

Last week, India conveyed 
its strong protest to Pakistan 
for its efforts to bring “materi-
al change” to territories under 
its “illegal and forcible” occu-
pation after the country”s top 
court allowed holding of elec-
tions in Gilgit-Baltistan.

The MEA issued a demarche 
to a senior Pakistani diplomat 
lodging a strong protest over the 
court ruling and clearly convey-
ing that the entire Union Terri-
tories of Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh, including the areas 
of Gilgit and Baltistan, are an 
integral part of India.

our BurEau 

Srinagar 

Army Chief General MM Naravane, 
on Wednesday said that Pakistan 
has created a new terror group in 

Kashmir called ‘The Resistance Front’. 
He further said that the group should in-
stead be called Terror Revival Front as it 
is being supported by proxies from across 
the border. 

“I would rather call it Terror Revival 
Front. It is another terrorist organisation 
by another name. This is a terrorist organ-
isation supported by its proxies across the 
border. They’ will be dealt with appropri-
ately,” Army Chief said in an interview. 

Army Chief was responding to a ques-
tion on Pakistan’s reference to terrorist 
organisations such as Lashkar-e-Toiba and 
Jaish-e-Mohammed as The Resistance 
Front. Naravane said that the recent spike 
in the number of terror incidents in the 
Valley is due to the changed weather con-
ditions which allow terrorists from across 
the border to infiltrate. 

Lt-Gen BS Raju, General Officer 
Commanding of Srinagar-based 15th 
Corps, sees some challenges in the cur-
rent situation in the Valley. “The present 
situation in Kashmir is stable but fragile. 
Precautionary and pre-emptive measures 
are being taken for the safety and security 
of people, and these have been instrumen-
tal in saving innocent lives. Post-Pulwama, 
we have successfully neutralised the top 
local commanders of various terrorist out-
fits, thus resulting in a leadership void,” he 
said in an interview on Friday. 

“Pakistan has consistently found ways 
and means to further its agenda of fo-
menting terror in the Valley. It persists in 
doing that. Numerous intrusion attempts 
have been foiled and Pakistan army is con-
stantly resorting to ceasefire violations to 
support the terrorists’ infiltration.”

Talking about the outcome of anti-mil-
itancy operations, the senior officer said, 
“Militancy has since been on a sharp de-
cline due to our persistent efforts. We had 
anticipated that Pakistan will increase its 
efforts to cause turmoil in Kashmir.”

“Winter months are generally lit-
tle low-key and with the improvement 
in weather and snow melting, some pe-
riodic spikes have always been there. 
This is the pattern of many years and 
there is nothing untoward which has hap-
pened this year either,” Naravane said.

Notwithstanding the coronavirus pan-
demic, Kashmir is bracing for a familiar 
summertime pattern of last three decades 
of Pakistan-sponsored insurgency: an esca-
lation in infiltration bids on an increasingly 
‘live’ Line of Control and a surge in militant 
violence in the hinterland. 
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Do you want to know an 
exotic and excellent dish 
for immunity? Meet 

Shukto. It is a recipe born in the 
state of West Bengal in eastern 
India. It is a stew, or a vegetar-
ian broth, which takes eggplant, 
carrots, sweet potatoes, Karela 
(bitter gourd), among other in-
gredients. A final touch is that 
of a bottle of butter.

It is a rich dish – colorful in 
looks and delicious in taste. And 
it gives shakti (power) to the 
body to stay strong and boost 
the immunity system.   

An online workshop was 
conducted by Chaitali Chatter-
jee, born in Kolkata (former 
Calcutta) and based in Brazil 
since 2014, on this Saturday 
(May 9th) about how to prepare 
Shukto. In the workshop, con-
ducted online, Chaitali showed 
the step by step preparation of 
this powerful stew. The work-
shop was promoted by the NGO 
Migraflix, whose objective is to 
integrate immigrants and refu-
gees socially and economically 
in the Brazilian society.

This stew synthesizes the 
style and method of preparing 
the Bengali cuisine and it is very 
common to serve it as a starter 
for lunch. In addition to know-
ing the complex flavors of this 
dish, which helps to strengthen 
immunity, the online workshop 
also took the participants on a 
journey through the richness of 
Indian gastronomic culture, but 
especially from the state of West 
Bengal.

Shukto makes for a delicious 
accompaniment with bhaat 

(rice), dal and maach (fish) - a 
typical Bengali lunch. Accord-
ing to food writer Sushmita 
Sengupta, it is often said that 
the Bengali delicacy originated 
from Portuguese cuisine whose 
influence was quite prominent 
along the shores of Bengal. 
“During their rule in India, the 
Portuguese tweaked a simi-
lar dish using locally available 
ingredients, such as the bitter 
gourd. They used it to develop 
a dish which worked as a mouth 

freshener combined with a cou-
ple of other vegetables. The 
dish stayed even long after the 
Portuguese left. The Bengalis 
made it their own with the addi-
tion of milk, baris, and their fa-
vourite mustard seeds and oil,” 
Sengupta wrote in an article. 

It is important to note that 
India has several cuisines, quite 
distinct from each other. And 
the state of West Bengal is 
known for its peculiarities and 
regional gastronomic secrets, 

such as the frequent use of mus-
tard oil, mustard seeds, among 
other ingredients.

Chaitali, who learned to cook 
since she was a child, and soon 
understood the importance of 
food for the health of her body 
and soul, says that this broth 
has always been associated with 
immunity. “My aunt made this 
soup for me, very good for when 
you stay sick, ”she recalls. “Ben-
galis are eating this dish a lot to-
day, due to the need to increase 
immunity,” said Chaitali.

west bengal is well known 
in India for its sweets, but 
this popular dish is a little 
bitter, although at the same 
time it has a slightly sweet 
touch. “It is a very good 
stew because it is light, and 
you can serve rice as an ac-
companiment,” he says.

Bengali cuisine generally 
involves a hot palette, using a 
large number of herbs, spic-
es and roots in order to create 
dishes that are full of depth. 
However, these flavors can 
also be manipulated to create 
more delicate tastes, and it is 
important to note that dishes 
vary from region to region. The 
main course generally includes 
Cholar Dal, Aloo Posto, Mach-
er Matha Diye Moong Dal (dal 
with fish head), Fish Kalia, Pab-
da Jhol, Bhetki Paturi, Sarso 
Elish, Mutton Korma, Mutton 

chaitali chaterjee 

The shukto is a rich and powerful dish 

Continued at next page... >>

Shakti in Shukto: How an Indian chef is 
bringing Bengali flavours to Brazil 

Chaitali Chatterjee, who reguarly takes part in food fairs and shows, has also penned a 
book “gastronomy of Latin America”
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Why is Nepal putting barricades on Indian road to Mount Kailash? 

recently started to build up mil-
itary defenses along the LAC. 
India believes China is illegally 
occupying areas of land in the 
western Indian state of Kashmir 
and Jammu.

In a statement, the Indian 
army claimed that aggression 
between Indian and Chinese 
forces is not uncommon, but 
usually is “resolved mutually as 

per established protocols.”
India on Thursday empha-

sised the need for peace and 
tranquillity along the border 
with China following two clash-
es between Indian and Chinese 
troops, saying such incidents oc-
curred because of differing per-
ceptions of the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC).

Amy chief Gen MM Nar-

our BurEau 

Leh (Ladakh) 

In a major border escalation 
this week, the Indian Air 
Force sent fighter planes to 

the border between India and 
China after Chinese military 
helicopters were spotted flying 
near Indian territory last week. 
“The Chinese military helicop-
ters were flying very close to the 
Line of Actual Control,” said 
an Indian officer. “After their 
movement was picked up, the 
Indian Air Force fighter jets 
flew patrols in the area.”

While the Chinese helicop-
ters flew close to Indian airspace, 
they did not enter the territory.

A contested area on the In-
dia-China border, the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC), spans 
a little over 2,500 miles. After 
fighting a war over the area in 
1962, both India and China have 

avane said Indian troops have 
always upheld peace and tran-
quillity along the frontier, and 
the country’s force posture 
would not suffer because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Naravane contended the two 
clashes were not co-related and 
had no connection with other 
global or local activities. “I can 
say with confidence that the 
development of infrastructure 
capabilities along our northern 
borders is on track. Our force 
posture will not suffer due to 
the Covid pandemic.”

On May 5, the two sides 
came to blows on the banks of 
Pangong Lake, where Ladakh 
meets Tibet, and where the two 
sides have registered multiple 
confrontations in recent years. 
On May 9, dozens of soldiers 
from both sides tussled along 
the Sikkim-Tibet border, result-
ing in injuries on both sides. 

Indo-China border tense amid Pandemic 
IAF flies its jets as Chinese choppers come close to border

| NATION |
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New Delhi 

India’s newly-inaugurated 
link road to Kailash Man-
sarovar may not see smooth 

operation anytime soon as Nepal 
has raised strong objections to it 
over territorial claims. The road 
connects Uttarakhand’s Pithor-
agarh with the Lipulekh Pass — 
which Nepal considers as part 
of its own territory — at the In-
dia-China border. The construc-
tion of the final 4-km section of 
the road still remains and could 
start later this year, pending 
clearances.

In a meeting of the House 
of Representatives of the Nep-
alese Parliament Sunday, For-
eign Minister Pradeep Kumar 
Gyawali said, “We have called 
upon the Government of India to 
refrain from carrying out any ac-

grown in the last year. The latest 
row has broken out just months 
after there was an issue over the 
disputed Kalapani and Susta re-
gion, when New Delhi released 
a new map showing Kalapani as 
part of India.

In a sharp statement, hinting 
at a nexus between Nepal and 
China amidst the diplomatic row 
between India and Nepal, Army 
Chief General MM Naravane 
Friday said Nepal may have pro-
tested about the Indian road via 
Lipulekh pass at “someone else’s 
behest”.

Even though he did not di-
rectly name China, the Army 
chief’s response to a question 
at a think-tank in Delhi left lit-
tle to the imagination. There 
have been reports of face-offs 
between Indian and Chinese sol-
diers in eastern Ladakh and Sik-
kim in the past few days.

tivity inside the territory of Nepal.”
His comments came a day af-

ter Kathmandu issued a statement 
opposing the road, which was inau-
gurated by Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh Friday for public use.

On Saturday, New Delhi pro-
tested this statement, saying the 
inaugurated section of the road is 
on a pre-existing route and lies en-
tirely within the Indian territory. It 
also addressed Nepal’s concerns 
and said it will hold the long-pend-
ing foreign secretary-level talks on 

the border issue after the Covid-19 
pandemic is over, adding that the 
boundary delineation exercise is 
ongoing.

In response, Gyawali said Ne-
pal remains committed to “seeking 
diplomatic solutions to boundary 
issues on the basis of the histori-
cal treaties, documents, facts and 
maps in keeping with the spirit of 
close and friendly ties between the 
two countries”.

Tensions between India and 
Nepal over border disputes have 
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New York 

The Indian community has 
come together to appre-
ciate and thank Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi for 
his remarkable work during the 
coronavirus crisis. 

Speaking at a Zoom Meeting 
live broadcast on Radio Zind-
agi from New York all over Tri-
state area, Mr Jagdish Sewhani, 
President of The American In-
dia Public Affairs Committee, 
thanked Prime Minister Modi 
for his “visionary and Impressive 
leadership during the current 
coronavirus pandemic crisis”.

“There is only one world 
leader who impresses the most 
and has been genuinely effective 
during this pandemic and that’s 
our own Prime Minister Naren-
drabhai Modi ji. I have never felt 
India as secure as I did during 
the whole pandemic under his 
mature and efficient leadership 
in this unexpected and unprece-
dented Pandemic,” Mr Sewhani 
said. 

Mr Sewhani further said the 
deadly coronavirus pandemic, 
which was first spotted in Wuhan 
city of China has killed 260,000 
people globally and at this time 
there are 3.75 million cases 
worldwide. In the US the num-
ber of cases of coronavirus are 
1.2 millions and 72,000  deaths. 
“Compared to this, India with 
a population of 1.3 billion peo-
ple, the total number of positive 
cases of virus are 49,000 and the 
deaths are close to 1,700. This 
Coronavirus has emerged as the 
deadliest public health challenge 
in this century,” he added. 

“I feel proud of my country 

INDIAN COMMuNIty IN New yOrK 
sALutes pM MODI

and leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Modi and his team has shown 
against this virus.” 

“One of the key reasons for 
this I believe is Modiji acted 
early and decisively. India’s rel-
atively low figures is basically at-
tributed to the very basic princi-
ple that Prime Minister acted on 
Prevention is better than Cure,” 
Mr Sewhani said. “And at the 

On radio Zindagi live broadcast, Jagdish sewhani says Modi is the model for whole world; Consul general 
sandeep Chakravorty makes presentation about the road ahead for India  

regional and global level too, 
Prime Minister Modi took the 
initiative and leadership role in 
this fight against humanity. He 
convened a video conference of 
SAARC leaders and took the 
initiative of setting up a regional 
fund with an initial contribution 
of USD 10 million to help South 
Asian countries. He encouraged 
the same within the G-20 group. 

Soon Saudi Arabia, which holds 
the current presidency of the 
group, organized the video con-
ferencing.”

“And as word spread that hy-
droxychloroquine is effective in 
treatment in early COVID-19 
patients, India under Modi start-
ed flying plane loads of this ma-
laria drug to countries across the 

Continued at next page... >>
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while credit card usage online 
fell 17% to Rs 23,918 crore.

Wallets saw a 22% decline 
year-on-year to Rs 14,461 
crore this March. 

TOI earlier reported the 
economic impact of the lock-
down is being reflected in a 
sharp drop in retail interbank 
transfers under the Immediate 
Payment System (IMPS) and 
UPI for the month of April. 
Where IMPS transactions 
halved to 12.2 crore in April 
from 24.7 crore in February 
and UPI transactions dropped 
to 100 crore from 132 crore for 
the same period.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
is likely to cut 40-50 per cent 
revenue of the country’s or-
ganised dine-in restaurants 
this financial year, according to 
a report. Slow recovery should 
begin from June, Crisil Re-
search said in a report.

Given low demand and so-
cial distancing norms, restau-
rants will operate at 25-30 per 
cent of their monthly service 
levels in the first 45 days after 
lifting of the lockdown, it said. 

fell 11% to Rs 11,201 crore in 
March, compared to February. 
In terms of volumes also there 
was a 12% decline to 3.4 crore 
and banks said - this is indica-
tive of a slump in rural areas 
as micro-ATMs are primarily 
used by banking correspon-
dents to cater to rural custom-
ers.

Indians have drastically cut 
back on card usage; with pay-
ments falling to Rs 1.15 lakh 
crore this March from Rs 4 
lakh crore last year. The num-
ber of card swipes has also fall-
en to 53.5 crore from 146 crore 
previously. 

Month-on-month also card 
payments saw a 12% decline.

Month-on-month, debit 
card usage at PoS machines 
fell 25% to Rs 27,238 crore 
this March showing Indians 
are using their cards less often 
at stores; while credit card us-
age at PoS declined 20% to Rs 
26,656 crore in March.

Debit-card usage for e-com-
merce, online payments, etc 
fell 18.5% to Rs 65,303 crore in 
March compared to February; 

 

Post-lockdown, the eating out business may looks drastically different 

our BurEau 

Mumbai 

India’s payments fell 46% 
this March to Rs 156.5 tril-
lion, compared to Rs 292 

trillion for the same period 
last year; as businesses in India 
transacted less. 

The lockdown began on 
March 25 and payments showed 
the most drastic fall of the last 7 
days of the month.

rTGs (real time gross set-
tlement) transactions -- 
used by corporates, mid-
caps and MsMEs which 
forms 80% of the payments 
ecosystem in India -- fell 
37% year-over-year to rs 
120.5 trillion. In terms of 
volumes also rTGs saw a 
12% decline to 1.18 crore 
transactions.

March ATM withdrawals 
have also fallen 13% year-
over-year to Rs 2.51 lakh crore. 
In terms of volume of transac-
tions, decline has been sharp-
er at 62% to 54.71 crore this 
March from Rs 89 crore last 
year. Showing that people are 
preferring to withdraw higher 
amounts as average ticket size 
of withdrawal was Rs 4,587 this 
March compared to Rs 3,235 
last year.

Since RBI started publish-
ing micro-ATM withdrawals 
only this February, last year’s 
comparable is not available. 
So, month-on-month, cash 
withdrawals at micro-ATMs 

| Business EYE |

lockdown puts India’s digital payments on 
freeze as restaurant revenue takes a big hit

Besides, with restrictions 
on gatherings and public 
movement likely to be ex-
tended again in Mumbai and 
Delhi-NCR (National Capi-
tal Region), curbs on dine-ins 
will continue, or they may be 
allowed to operate only at low 
service levels, it added.

Organised restaurants ac-
count for 35 per cent of In-
dia’s restaurant industry, es-
timated at Rs 4.2 lakh crore 
in FY19. Dine-ins are 75 per 
cent of the organised restau-
rants, with online delivery or 
takeaways making up for the 
rest. 

As consumers emerge dif-
ferent people from those who 
had gone into social isolation, 
restaurants will need to con-
tend with newer needs and 
reimagine different business 
models. 

Food deliveries function-
ing during the lockdown are 
ostensibly following strict 
safety protocols in the kitchen. 

Crowded bars may be a 
thing of the past too, or at least 
for the next two years or till a 
vaccine for Covid-19 is found 
and fears of contagion recede. 

Restaurants are also likely 
to get more sober, with qui-
eter, perhaps more serious 
dining, back in fashion. Sand-
eep Tandon, managing direc-
tor of Old World Hospitality 
that owns Delhi’s Indian Ac-
cent, talks about the need to 
change restaurant design or at 
least table placements. 

“At Indian Accent, we al-
ready have tables placed at a 
luxurious distance so that you 
cannot hear others talk. We 
will have to relook the place-
ments for some of our other 
restaurants, however,” he says.
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Numerology Prediction May 22 To May 28, 2020

By CeleBrity Numerologist
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guidance to bring them better height of success through 
his sharp knowledge of astrology numerology science.
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Number 1 (SUn)
(Those born on the 1st, 10th, 19th and 28th in any month)
This may be a normal week for you. There may be relief from some 
major problems in life. You may be appreciated for your innova-
tive ideas and hard work. People engaged in business activities may 
gain through new customers. There is a possibility for finalization 
of marriage. Students may get exciting results for their hard work.
• Avoid wearing Black Shades color
• Lucky Days :  Friday
• Lucky Color : Sky Blue

Number 2 (Moon)
(Those born on the 2nd, 11th, 20th and 29th in any month)
This may be a strenuous week for you. You may not be able to 
properly analyze various financial scenarios. Some indiscreet de-
cisions may result in severe losses. It is better not to lend money to 
others during this week. There may not be an adequate increment 
in your salary as per the anticipation. You may have to fight for 
even normal benefits in your career.
• Avoid wearing Red color
• Lucky Days : Sunday
• Lucky Color : White

Number 4 (UrAnUS)
(Those born on the 4th, 13th, 22nd and 31st in any month)
This may be a pleasant week for you. Your mind may be engaged 
with innovative thoughts. You may plan more but execute less. 
You may seriously search for better changes in career. You may 
take rapid decisions about family and financial matters. New rela-
tions or friendships are beneficial for this week.
• Avoid wearing Brown color
• Lucky Days : Wednesday
• Lucky Color : Blue

Number 3 (JUPiter)
(Those born on the 3rd, 12th, 21st and 30th in any month)
This may be a stable week for you.  It is better to postpone de-
cisions with such a wavering mind. You may get decent returns 
for your investments. There may not be domestic happiness for 
various reasons. You may be respected for your experience and 
knowledge. Students may get pleasant results for their efforts.
• Avoid wearing Orange color
• Lucky Days : Monday 
• Lucky Color : Yellow

Connecting with  

india and indians  
around the world 

Celebrities of the week :

may 22 - Naomi Cempbell
may 25 - karaN Johar
may 25 - kuNal khemu

Number 6 (VenUS)
(Those born on the 6th, 15th and 24th in any month)
This may be a mixed week for you. There may not be much prog-
ress in career or educational matters. You may not be interested 
about hard work and future prospects. You may spend most of the 
time in entertainment and amusement. Love matters may distract 
you and affect your performance in other areas.
• Avoid wearing Brown color
• Lucky Days : Sunday 
• Lucky Color : Cream

Number 7 (nePtUne)
(Those born on the 7th, 16th and 25th in any month)
This may be a profitable week for you. There may not be much 
opposition for your activities. You will command the respect and 
recognition for your hard work. There may be a handsome in-
crement in your earnings. Speculative gains are likely during this 
week. 
•  Avoid wearing Black color
• Lucky Days : Monday
• Lucky Color : Off White

Number 9 (MArS)
(Those born on the 9th, 18th and 27th in any month)
There may be mixed results for you this week.  You may be misin-
terpreted by others on several occasions. You should look out for 
technical ambiguities in your career. Verification of your activities 
is very important in avoiding unnecessary confrontations. 
•  Avoid wearing Brown color.
• Lucky Days : Wednesday
• Lucky Color : Parrot Green

Number 8 (SAtUrn)
(Those born on the 8th, 17th and 26th in any month)
This may be a challenging week for you. You may have to work 
hard to prove your efficacy. Superiors may ask reasons for some 
technical errors. Enmity with colleagues may flare up during this 
week. You may be entrusted with heavy responsibilities much 
against your will. 
• Avoid wearing Blue color.
• Lucky Days : Thursday
• Lucky Color : Golden

Number 5 (MercUrY)
(Those born on the 5th, 14th and 23rd in any month)
This may be a fabulous week for you. There may be a variety or 
dynamic nature of work from this week onwards. You may be able 
to control your enemies with logical thinking. There is the possi-
bility for raising personal loans to meet the requirements. You 
may have earnings from different sources.
• Avoid wearing Red color. 
• Lucky Days : Thursday 
• Lucky Color :  Blue

may 26 - Dilip Joshi
may 27 - ravi shastri
may 28 - kylie maNgoNe

| FUTURE this wEEk |
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players,” said Dhumal. “Every-
body would be keen to hit the 
ground and the idea is when-
ever we are ready for cricket to 
resume, they (the players) are 
able to give their 100 percent.”

India are scheduled to play a 
series against Sri Lanka in July, 
but it is expected to be called 
off. 

The cricket world waits for 
the dreaded Covid-19 pandemic 
to relent. Ravi Shastri says “the 

last two months, and a couple 
of more going forward perhaps, 
will count as the most horrible 
phase in the life of a sportsper-
son in close to seven or eight 
decades. Something like this is 
unimaginable”.

As coach of the Indian team, 
“the only consolation perhaps”, 
he says, “is that cricketers or 
sportspersons in general are not 
the only ones who’ve been left 
shattered by what’s happening. 

our BurEau 

Mumbai

As Indian cricket team 
gets ready to come out 
of nearly two-month 

nationwide lockdown to re-
sume outdoor training, there 
is a doubt that senior team 
members - skipper Virat Kohli 
and vice-captain Rohit Sharma 
could not join them. As per re-
ports, The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) could 
allow the players to return to 
training by next week, after the 
government announces easing 
down of nationwide restrictions 
due to Covid-19. But Kohli, and 
Rohit, who stay in the pandem-
ic-stricken Mumbai, might still 
have to stay inside their homes, 
as tough restrictions are still ex-
pected to remain in the city.

Speaking in an interview to 
news agency AFP, BCCI trea-
surer Arun Dhumal said: “For 
players like Kohli and Rohit, the 
restrictions are there in Mum-
bai and might stay.”

The BCCI official further 
added that after the easing down 
of lockdown, the players might 
return for “some skill-based 
training” outdoors in several 
parts of the country. He further 
added that the National Cricket 
Academy (NCA) in Bangalore 
is being prepared to carry out 
the post-lockdown plan for the 
players, so that it can be adapt-
ed according to the restrictions 
in place.

“As of now we are working, 
given the lockdown restrictions, 
through apps and online modes. 
The coaches and support staff 
are regularly in touch with the 

The world in general is suffer-
ing, waiting for normalcy to re-
sume”.

On that count, he says, “one 
can seek some solace”. Shastri 
reckons the after-effects of the 
current phase, when cricket re-
sumes, will be a “massive chal-
lenge for the very best of play-
ers”.

“No matter how big or ac-
complished a player is, it’ll take 
time to get into the groove once 
again, regain that ball sense, 
find your feet out there in the 
middle - no matter who you 
are. Not just cricket, but in any 
sport, that’ll be a challenge,” he 
says, and “it’s only natural”.

Post the lockdown, any 
board across the world, includ-
ing the BCCI, should give op-
timum importance to domestic 
cricket more than anything else, 
he says, followed by bilateral 
tours.

The international season 
for the Indian team had almost 
come to an end by the time the 
lockdown began to set in. “In 
that sense, what India’s lost out 
on is domestic cricket - the Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) for in-
stance. When cricket resumes, 
we could give the IPL a priori-
ty. The difference between an 
international tournament and 
the IPL is that the IPL can be 
played between one or two cit-
ies and the logistics will be eas-
ier to manage. The same thing 
with bilaterals - it’ll be easier for 
us to tour one country and play 
there at specific grounds than 
15-16 teams flying in during 
these times. The International 
Cricket Council (ICC) needs to 

PANDEMIC EFFECT:

sloWlY aNd saFElY, BCCI TakEs 
sTEPs To rEsTarT CrICkET  

Team India Captain Virat Kohli and his deputy rohit sharma may miss the bus as 
they are in the Covid-19 hotspot of Mumbai; Coach ravi shastri wants IPl to start  

Virat Kohli in lockdown

rohit Sharma

| SPORTS |
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ANIl KApoor 
Working hard to shed all extra calories 

In an attempt to burn 
down the extra fat that 
he gained eating all 

his wedding anniversa-
ry cakes, the ever young 
actor Anil Kapoor on 
Thursday was seen 
sweating it out at his 
home gym. The ‘Nayak’ 
actor took to Twitter to 

post a video of himself 
where he is seen working 

out. “I enjoyed committing 
the crime - eating all the anni-

versary cakes ... now I must do the 
time and burn off those calories!” he wrote along with the 
video.  The ‘Mr India’ actor celebrated his wedding anni-
versary with his wife Sunita Kapoor on Tuesday. Mean-
while, the couple has been giving us major couple goals 
as they have stood by one another in all situations and 
emerged victorious. The 63-year-old actor who makes 
heads turn with his personality and well-built physique 
is one of the many Bollywood celebrities who are highly 
committed to their fitness schedules.

AmItAbh bAchchAN 
Going strong in gym with grandson 

Megastar Am-
itabh Bach-
chan has 

been ruling hearts in 
the entertainment for 
many decades now. He 
is one of the stars, who 
is very active on social 
media and likes to keep 
his fans updated with 
his daily posts. Recent-
ly, he took to his Insta-
gram handle to share a post-workout selfie 
with his grandson Agastya Nanda. In this monochrome pic-
ture, we can see Big B taking a mirror selfie amid his workout 
session with Agastya. They both were all smiles for the pic-
ture as they posed with dumbells. The post was captioned as, 
‘’Fight .. fight the fit .. fit the fight .. reflective mirrors, laterally 
inverted imagery .. and the inspiration with Grandson’’. They 
both are twinning in white T-shirts. 

rANA DAggubAtI 
Ready to tie the knot 

Turning the on-going speculations true, popular 
actor Rana Daggubati has got engaged to his 
girlfriend Miheeka Bajaj in a hush-hush lock-

down ceremony on Wednesday. Taking to his social 
handle, the 35-year-old handsome hunk shared a cou-
ple of pictures from the special event and wrote “And 
it’s official!!” On May 12, Rana surprised his fans and 
film fraternity alike by introducing his girlfriend Mi-
heeka Bajaj to the world by sharing an adorable picture 
of the duo on his social handle. As soon as the news 
broke out, fans, common folks and celebrities poured 
in their wishes on social media and congratulated the 
soon-to-be-wed couple. 

| Entertainment EYE |
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Cyrus D. Mehta, a graduate of Cambridge University and Columbia Law School, is the Managing Partner of Cyrus D. Mehta 
& Partners PLLC in New York City. Mr. Mehta is a member of AILA’s Administrative Litigation Task Force; AILA’s EB-5 
Committee; former chair of AILA’s Ethics Committee; special counsel on immigration matters to the Departmental Disciplinary 
Committee, Appellate Division, First Department, New York; member of the ABA Commission on Immigration; board member 
of Volunteers for Legal Services and board member of New York Immigration Coalition.  Mr. Mehta is the former chair of the 
Board of Trustees of the American Immigration Council and former chair of the Committee on Immigration and Nationality 
Law of the New York City Bar Association. He is a frequent speaker and writer on various immigration-related issues, including 
on ethics, and is also an adjunct professor of law at Brooklyn Law School, where he teaches a course entitled Immigration and 
Work.  Mr. Mehta received the AILA 2018 Edith Lowenstein Memorial Award for advancing the practice of immigration law 
and the AILA 2011 Michael Maggio Memorial Award for his outstanding efforts in providing pro bono representation in the 
immigration field. He has also received two AILA Presidential Commendations in 2010 and 2016.  Mr. Mehta is ranked among 
the most highly regarded lawyers in North America by Who’s Who Legal – Corporate Immigration Law 2019 and is also ranked 
in Chambers USA and Chambers Global 2019 in immigration law, among other rankings. 

CYrus MEhTa

Many US citizens, especially 
those who have recent-
ly naturalized, desire to 

sponsor their senior parents for law-
ful permanent residence, also collo-
quially known as the green card. A 
US citizen can sponsor a parent for 
a green card as an immediate rela-
tive by  filing Form I-130 under INA 
201(b)(2)(A)(i). Immediate rela-
tives are not subject to quotas that 
can take many years to clear, and 
thus the process can be complet-
ed within a relatively short period 
of time.  Bringing a parent over to 
join the US citizen and their family 
permanently in this country can be 
a great source of joy and has lots 
of benefits. In addition to living in 
close proximity and enjoying emo-
tional bonds, senior parents can be 
of great help in providing child care 
thus allowing their US citizen chil-
dren to work and pursue careers. 
Some senior parents may have 
health issues, and having them near-
by gives a sense of security in case 
of emergencies. Other parents can 
also pursue new careers or hobbies 
once they immigrate to the US.

Many parents may already 
have multiple entry visitor visas, or 
be able to travel on visa waivers, 
and visit their children once a year 
or even more frequently. These 
parents who already have access to 
the US through visitor visas need 
to carefully consider whether it is 
prudent to obtain lawful permanent 

residency or continue to travel as 
visitors. It is generally not advisable 
to use the green card as a tourist 
visa. A green card holder is required 
to reside in the US permanently. 
While travelling once a year on a 
green card is theoretically permissi-
ble, there will come a point in time 
when the Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) officer at a port of en-
try will question why the green card 
holder is not permanently residing 
in the US. The CBP official routine-
ly asks a returning resident how long 
they have been outside the US since 
their last departure from the US. If 
the CBP official determines that the 
parent has abandoned permanent 
residence, they could be charged 
with inadmissibility and placed in 
removal proceeding. Although 
the burden of proof is on the gov-
ernment to establish through clear 
and convincing evidence that the 
permanent resident has abandoned 
that status, this burden may be easy 
to establish if the parent uses the 
green card to infrequently visit the 
US rather than reside in the US.

In order to stave off a finding 
of abandonment, a green card hold-
er must demonstrate that the trip 
abroad was temporary. Returning 
back to the US annually may not 
meet the definition of a temporary 
trip abroad. Many are under the 
misimpression that returning to the 
US within six months would elim-
inate a finding of abandonment. 
While a permanent resident is only 
regarded as seeking admission if 

the trip abroad has been in excess 
of 180 days under INA 101(a)(13)
(C)(ii), the CBP official can still find 
abandonment even if the resident 
departed the US for less than 180 
days under 101(a)(13)(C)(i). In any 
event, in order for the green card to 
be valid, the resident must return 
to the US within one year of the 
prior departure pursuant to 8 CFR 
211.1(a)(2).

The term “temporary visit 
abroad” has been subject to inter-
pretation by a few Circuit Courts. 
The Ninth Circuit’s interpretation 
in Singh v. Reno, 113 F.3d 1512 (9th 
Cir. 1997) is generally followed:

A trip is a ‘temporary visit 
abroad’ if (a) it is for a relatively 
short period, fixed by some early 
event; or (b) the trip will terminate 
upon the occurrence of an event 
that has a reasonable possibility of 
occurring within a relatively short 
period of time. If as in (b) the length 
of the visit is contingent upon the 
occurrence of an event and is not 
fixed in time and if the event does 
not occur within a relatively short 
period of time, the visit will be con-
sidered a “temporary visit abroad” 
only if the alien has a continuous, 
uninterrupted intention to return to 
the United States during the visit.

Since the a trip abroad must 
be of finite duration, or at  must ter-
minate upon the occurrence of an 
event likely to occur within a short 
period of time, many parents who 
use the green card as a tourist visa 
frequently face intrusive inspections 
by CBP officers at ports of entry. 
Many are warned to apply for a 
reentry permit if they continue to 
infrequently return to the US. INA 
§ 223 provides the authority to the 
Department of Homeland Security 
to issue a reentry permit for a pe-
riod not more than two years. See 
also 8 CFR 8 CFR § 223.2(c)(2).  
While the reentry permit can serve 
as an insurance policy against such 
an aggressive inspection at a port of 
entry, this document will not entire-
ly immunize the parent from a find-
ing of abandonment. While length 
of time may not be used against 
the green card holder with a valid 
reentry permit in a finding of aban-
donment, other activities reflecting 
abandonment may be considered.

The reentry permit is burden-
some to maintain for a senior parent 
who visits the US a few weeks each 
year. Form I-131 must be filed only 
while the parent is physically pres-
ent in the US, and then the parent 
must wait a few weeks for the bio-
metrics appointment. If the parent 
is unable to wait for the biometrics 

appointment after the filing of the 
application for the reentry permit, 
they must return to the US for the 
biometrics and again risk an aggres-
sive inspection by a CBP official, al-
though the risk may be lessened if it 
is clear that the parent is returning 
to pursue a reentry permit.

There are also important tax 
considerations. Failure to file a res-
ident tax return upon becoming a 
green card holder, or filing as a non-
resident, can have an adverse im-
pact on not just the parent’s green 
card status but also with respect to 
the ability to naturalize in the future. 
See 8 CFR 316.5(c)(2). A green 
card holder is considered a resident 
for tax purposes as he or she meets 
the “green card test” or the “sub-
stantial presence test.” Even if the 
parent does not earn any income in 
the United States, but has earnings 
from overseas sources, the parent 
is generally required to report their 
worldwide income on a Form 1040 
resident US tax return. Moreover, 
all foreign financial accounts with a 
value in excess of $10,000  must be 
reported every year.  It behooves a 
parent in this situation to consult 
with a tax advisor to ensure that they 
are not taxed in both countries.

There are many other import-
ant considerations. The parent will 
have to adapt to a completely differ-
ent lifestyle in the US. For instance, 
in order to be able to get around, be-
ing able to drive in many parts of the 
US outside major metropolitan ar-
eas is essential. There is also no free 
health insurance for a newly minted 
green card holder.  The parent will 
have to purchase private health in-
surance, and can do so on a health 
exchange under the Affordable 
Care Act, and there might be sub-
sidies available based on income. 
As of January 1, 2019, it is no longer 
mandatory for a lawful permanent 
resident to have health insurance 
under the ACA as there is no longer 
any tax penalty for failure to do so.  
Green card holders have to wait for 
5 years before they become becomes 
eligible for Medicare. The parent 
must be 65 or older and must have 
worked for 40 quarters. Most new 
green card holders would not have 
worked 40 quarters, and they may 
buy in to Medicare after they be-
come eligible.   The rules regarding 
Medicaid for low income green card 
holders are complex and confusing, 
and depend on a person’s income, 
age and the rules of each state. The 
sponsor’s income on the affidavit of 
support may also be deemed to the 
parent’s income.  Further informa-
tion is available here.

All of these factors have to be 
carefully considered before a parent 
obtains a green card. Is the parent 
willing to live in the US permanent-
ly and uproot oneself after living a 
lifetime in the home country? If not, 
is the parent still prepared to reside 
in the US at some point in the near 
future after settling affairs at home, 
and most likely apply for a reentry 
permit in the meantime and then 
maintain it?  Is the parent prepared 
to file US tax returns and declare 
foreign bank accounts each year? 
Has the parent’s health needs been 
taken into account?  If the parent is 
not ready, it may still be preferable 
for the parent to continue visiting 
the US as a tourist each year. Of 
course, if the parent was refused a 
tourist visa in the past, then being 
sponsored for a green card makes 
more sense. There is also now a 
growing sense of urgency to sponsor 
a parent sooner than later in light of 
the rhetoric from President Trump 
to abolish chain migration, which 
includes the ability of naturalized 
citizens to sponsor parents. Howev-
er, for that to happen, Congress will 
need to change the law and that is 
not likely to happen anytime soon in 
a highly polarized Congress.  What 
is more imminent is a proposed 
rule that will change the definition 
of who is likely to become a pub-
lic charge under INA § 212(a)(4), 
which might create more obstacles 
for senior parents to qualify for the 
green card. Already, the State De-
partment has amended the Foreign 
Affairs Manual to give consular offi-
cers more discretion in making pub-
lic charge determinations notwith-
standing the submission of a Form 
I-864 affidavit of support.

When everything is considered 
and an informed decision is made, 
maintaining the green card will be 
smoother and not so burdensome. 
After five years from the issuance 
of the green card, the parent will 
be able to apply for US citizenship 
provided they have been physically 
present for half the time in the five 
years preceding the filing of the 
naturalization application and they 
have also been continuously resid-
ing during this period. 

Upon being naturalized, a US 
citizen is no longer subject to resi-
dency requirements. If on the oth-
er hand, the parent has a change 
of heart and does not wish to be a 
permanent resident of the US, it is 
best that the parent formally aban-
don that status by filing Form I-407, 
otherwise IRS will still consider the 
parent a resident alien for tax pur-
poses.

Need to Plan ahead Before sponsoring 
a senior Parent for a Green Card
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